
DEFENSIVE AND COMPETITIVE BIDDING
VS. NATURAL OPENINGS

(1x)-1y nat 6-15p, (4)5+y,
(1m)-2♣ 6-11p, both Majors
(1m)-2♢ (8)11-15p, one 6+ Major
(1m)-2M (8)11-15p, 4+M 5+om
(1m)-2NT (8)11-15p, 5+om 5+♡
(1m)-3m (8)11-15p, 5+om 5+♠
(1m)-4m FG, 5+♡ 5+♠
(1M)-2M (8)11-15p, 5+oM 5+♢
(1M)-2NT (8)11-15p, 5+♣ 5+♢
(1M)-3♣ (8)11-15p, 5+oM 5+♣, NF
(1M)-4m FG, 5+oM5+m
(1M)-PASS-(2M)-2NT minors, competitive

NT OVERCALL

(1m nat)-1NT 15-18 with stopper; 1NT system on
(1M nat)-1NT (8)11-15, 4+oM5+m
(2M)-2NT (15)16-18 with stopper; 3♣→3♢, 3♢oM nat inv

Reopen: 1NT 12-14, 2NT (14)15-18

VS. NATURAL NOTRUMP

2♣ 4+♡4+♠; 2♢ (5)6+M; 2M 4+M5+m; 2NT 5+♣5+♢
(1NT strong)-DBL one minor; (1NT weak)-DBL (12)15+p

VS. PREEMPTS

LEB after (2x)-DBL-(PASS)
♢-LEB after opp’s 3♣
Leaping Michaels (FG), Cue over majors asking for stopper

VS. ARTIFICIAL OPENINGS

Against strong 1♣: DBL ♣; 1♢♡♠ nat; 2♣ both Majors;
2♢ one Major; 2M 4+M 5+m; same against 1♣-1♢ (DBL ♢).
Against strong 2♣: same one level higher.
Against artificial 1♣ (e. g. Polish Club): 2M (10)11-15p,
4+M 5+m; 2NT both minors; 3♣/4♣ nat; others same as
against nat 1♣.

OVER OPPONENTS’ TAKEOUT DOUBLE

RDBL 11+p
Transfers after 1M-(DBL)

LEADS AND SIGNALS
OPENING LEADS STYLE

Lead In Partner’s Suit
Suit 2nd/4th, top from xx MUD (top from xxx if

supported)
Notrump 2nd/4th, top from xx MUD (top from xxx if

supported)
Subsequent
action

lo enc, as lead if count
needed

Ten can be from inner sequence. From AK or KQ can lead
both.
LEADS
Lead Vs. Suit Vs. NT
Ace A, Ax, AK(+) A, Ax, AK(+)
King K, Kx, AK(+), KQ(+) K, Kx, AK(+), KQ(+)
Queen Q, Qx, KQ(+), QJ(+),

AQJ(+)
Q, Qx, KQ(+), QJ(+),
AQJ(+)

Jack J, Jx, JT(+), KJT(+) J, Jx, JT(+), KJT(+)
Ten T, Tx, AJT(+), KJT(+),

AT9(+), KT9(+),
QT9(+), T9(+)

T, Tx, AJT(+), KJT(+),
AT9(+), KT9(+),
QT9(+), T9(+)

Nine 9, 9x, T9(+) 9, 9x, T9(+)
Hi-x xXxx(+), xXx, Xx, X xXx(+), Xx, X
Lo-x HxxXx(+), xxxXx(+),

HxxX, xxxX, HxX,
xxX, X

HxxX(+), HxX,
xxxX(+), X,

SIGNALS IN ORDER OF PRIORITY
Partner’s Lead Declarer’s Lead Discarding

1 Lo even
(lo enc on K)

Hi-lo odd odd enc (even
direct S/P)

2 Suit direct S/P Hi-lo odd
3
1 Lo even

(lo enc on K)
Smith echo:
lo enc

odd enc (even
direct S/P)

2 NT direct S/P Hi-lo odd
3
DOUBLES
TAKEOUT DOUBLES
11-15p negative or 16+ any, may be light with classic shape
Cuebid FG from UPH. Equal level conversion. Non-jump 2NT
usually LEB or scrambling. Over RDBL pass is penalty.
Reopening: 8+
MISCELLANEOUS DOUBLES/REDOUBLES
Voluntary support double
Maximal double, Lightner double

WBF CONVENTION CARD

CATEGORY: BLUE

EVENT: Small federations games 2025
PLAYERS: Māris Matisons — Aivar Tihane
NCBO: Latvia

SYSTEM SUMMARY
GENERAL APPROACH AND STYLE

Relay-precision
Opening range 10-14, strong 15+ 1♣

SPECIAL BIDS THAT MAY REQUIRE DEFENSE
Unusual openings:
2M (0)3-9p, both majors (see back of card)
2NT (0)3-9p, 6+♣
3♣ (0)5-9p, 5+5+ minors
(1M)-1NT overcall (see ’NT overcall’ section)

SPECIAL FORCING PASS SEQUENCES

IMPORTANT NOTES
All point ranges and lead agreements are very loose.

PSYCHICS: Rarely
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OPEN ART MIN
CRDS

NEG.
DBL

DESCRIPTION RESPONSES SUBSEQUENT ACTION COMPETITIVE &
PASSED HAND BIDDING

1♣ ✓ 0 - any 15+ 1♢ 0-8; other 9+p: 1♡ 5+♠ or 15+bal; 1♠ 5+♡;
1NT 9-14 bal (if 9-11 includes 6m(332)/7m222);
2♣ 5+♢; 2♢ 5+♣; 2♡ 5+5+ minors; 2♠ 5+♣4♢;
2NT3m♡ (4441); 3♠ any AKQxxx w/o cue outside;
3NT any AKQxxxx w/o cue outside

1♣-1♢-1♡ 19+p 1♣-(DBL/1♢M)-DBL/RDBL 6-8

1♢ 4 3♠ (8)10-14, 4+♢ unbal;
♣ can be longer

1♡ 4+♡, F1; 1♠ 4+♠ F1 or weak ♢ raise;
1NT 5+♣ 0-10(11)p, NF; 2♣ 4+♣, F1;
2♢ 4+♢ FG unless 3♢ rebid; 2M 5+M3+♢, inv;
2NT mixed raise; 3♣ 6+♣3+♢ inv; 3♢ PRE;
3M nat inv

two-way checkback after 1♢-1M-1♠NT;
1♢-1♠-2♣-2♡ any FG or weak w/ ♠;
1♢-1♠-2♣-2♠ nat inv

If partner has bid, opener 2NT
over opps 2M shows competitive
hand with minors or ♢; direct 3m
shows max

1♡ 5 3♠ (8)10-14, 5+♡ 1♠ 3+♠, F1; 1NT FG relay; 2♣ artificial inv;
2♢ nat, NF; 2♡ 3+♡, 5-9(11)p; 2NT 4+♡, inv;
2♠3m nat, inv; 3♡ PRE; 3♠ splinter in any suit;
3NT4m♡ splinter w/ void

1♡-1NT-2♣ max 1♡-(2m♠)-2NT LEB;
opp’s suit 3+♡, inv+

1♠ 5 3♡ (8)10-14, 5+♠ 1NT FG relay; 2♣ artificial inv; 2♢♡ nat, NF;
2♠ 3+♠, 5-9(11)p; 2NT 4+♠, inv; 3m♡ nat, inv;
3♠ PRE; 3NT splinter in any suit;
4m♡ splinter w/ void

1♠-1NT-2♣ max;
1♠-2NT-3x shortness

1♠-(2m♠)-2NT LEB;
opp’s suit 3+♠, inv+

1NT - 3♠ 10-14 nonVul / 12-14 Vul;
bal or 441♢4

2♣ NF Stayman; 2♢♡ transfer; 2♠ inv or ♣;
2NT ♢ or weak w/ minors; 3m nat, inv;
3M 1M3oM, FG; 4♣♢ 6+♡/♠; 4M to play

1NT-2♣-2♢-2♡ weak, both majors;
1NT-2♣-2♢♡♠-2♠NT3♣ FG relay

1NT-(2x)-2NT LEB

2♣ 5 3♠ 10-14, 6+♣ or 5♣ 4M 2♢ FG relay; 2♡ artificial inv; 2♠ 5+♠, inv;
2NT 5+♡, inv; 3♣ good raise; 3♢M nat 6+ inv;

after 2♣-2♢: 2M 4oM; 2NT 6+♣ no
shortness;

2♢ ✓ 0 - (3)5-9, 6+M 2M p/c; 2NT asking (FG if max); 3m nat F1;
3M p/c; 3NT to play; 4♣ make trf; 4♢ bid your suit;
4M to play

after 2♢-2NT: 3♣ min ♡; 3♢ min ♠;
3♡ max ♠; 3♠ max ♡

P/C DBL up to 3♠ (if opener can
have bid suit)

2♡ ✓ 5 - (0)3-9, 5+♡ 4+♠;
0-6 if 5♡5+♠

2♠ to play; 2NT asking (FG if max, full relay after
3♣ answer); 3m nat NF; 3M PRE

after 2M-2NT: 3♣ max 54; 3♢ 55 (or
min w/ (65) if 2♡ opening); 3♡ min
54; 3♠ min 64; 3NT max 64; 4♣♢♡
max 65, bid void if possible

2♠ ✓ 5 - (0)3-9, 5+♠ 4+♡;
5-9 if 5+5+ Majors

2NT ✓ - - 6+♣ preemptive, (0)3-9p
3♣ ✓ 5 - 3-9p, 5+♣ 5+♢ 3M nat, inv; 4m PRE
3♢

6 - Preemptive, (0)3-9p 3M nat, inv3♡
3♠
3NT - at least AKQxxxx in one

minor; up to one K outside
4♣

7 - Preemptive, 3-9p4♢
4♡
4♠
HIGH LEVEL BIDDING ADDITIONAL NOTES
If not relay sequence: non-serious 3NT, italian style cuebidding, 1430 RKCB, 5NT pick a slam, quantitative 4NT,
5 of agreed suit asking control in opps/unbid suit or trump quality
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