
DEFENSIVE AND COMPETITIVE BIDDING  LEADS AND SIGNALS  
        WBF Convention Card     

OVERCALLS (Style, Responses, 1/2 Level, Reopening)  OPENING LEADS AND SIGNALS   

Style: sound, 1 level ~7-15, 2 level ~10-17     Lead In Partner's suit   Category: green 

Responses  transfer advances (also over X),  jump in new suit: fit,    

jump raise: preemptive,  NT bids: nat 

 Suit  Attitude Count if not supported  NCBO:     Croatian Bridge Federation 

 NT Attitude -"-  Event:       

Reopening  weaker  Subseq      Current count, K from AK    Players:  Jurica MARIČIĆ   Milko PRAVDIĆ 

1NT OVERCALL (2nd /4th Live; Responses, Reopening)  Other: K for count vs. slam (and 5)    

Direct:  15-18          SYSTEM SUMMARY 

      Responses  Stayman, transfers, tr. to opp's: single in opp's  L E A D S   

Reopening: 11-14, over 1 possibly stronger  Lead vs. Suit vs. NT  GENERAL APPROACH AND STYLE: 

      Responses  Stayman, transfers  Ace AK+, short A, long A Strong or AKx, asks ct/unbl or Q   Strong NT, 5-card Majors, unbalanced 1, 1: 2+ cards, transfer responses 

  King KQ+, AK bare KQJ+, KQ10+, KQx   

(1a)-pass–(1b)- 1NT: 15-18, responses natural  Queen QJ+ QJ10+, QJ9+, AQ10+, QJx   

JUMP OVERCALLS (Style, Responses, Unusual NT)  Jack J10+ , KJ10+ J109+, J108+, KJ10+, AJ10+   

Style  weak  10 109+,  K109+, Q109+ 109+, H109+, H10x   

  9 98+, J98+ 98+, H9x, Q/J98+   

 Responses  Hi-x xx, weak length: 2.if not seq. xx, xxx, xxxx   

Unusual notrump  two lower unbid  Lo-x promises honour promises H or length  
 

(1a)-pass-(1/2b)- 2NT: other two suits, distributional (55+)  

   SIGNALS IN ORDER OF PRIORITY  SPECIAL BIDS THAT MAY REQUIRE DEFENCE 

Reopening  intermediate, 2NT: ~18-20  resp: St., trsfs   Partner’s Lead Declarer’s Lead Discarding  Openings: 

DIRECT & JUMP CUE BIDS (Style, Resp.,Reopening)  Suit:1st attitude, low enc. suit preference suit preference  2: Majors, below opening strength 

Style  Michaels          2nd count (standard) count count    

(1m)-P-(1M)- 2M: nat         3rd suit preference    Competitive bids: 

Responses  (1M)-2M-(pass)- 2NT: asks for m, 3: raise, 4m: P/C                NT: 1st attitude, low  E suit preference suit preference   Transfers over opp's (low level) intervention, to 1nt also 

Reopening  strong offensive hand          2nd count count count  1nt over intervention artificial in most sequences (s, 4cdM'), always NF 

Direct jump cue: long suit, asks for stopper         3rd suit preference     Free 2 level bids when not transfer: NF 

VS. NT (vs. Strong / Weak; Reopening; PH)  Standard count (high-low = even),  encouraging with corresponding H     

 Strong & Weak  X: 4cdsM&5(+)cdm (or strong), 2: Ms, 2: 1M,  Count moves to 1st priority in cashout situation (possibly even on lead)   

 2/: 5cds&4(+)cdm, 2NT: freak 2 suiter not Ms  Signals including trump suit:  suit pref., ruffing ability, (surrogate) count   

Reopening  same, more aggressive vs. weak  DOUBLES    

Passed Hand  same    SPECIAL FORCING PASS SEQUENCES 

VS. PREEMPTS (Doubles, Cue-bids, Jumps, NT bids)  TAKEOUT DOUBLES (Style, Responses, Reopening)    

Doubles T/O  Style  shaped or strong   

Cue Bids: over w2M: minors, over 3:M, over 3: Ms     

Jumps: strong, 4m over w2M(and over 3M): 5cds+5cds other M  Responses  standard,  2m cue does not promise rebid   

 NT Bids: natural –> Stayman, transfers           non-jump 2nt: reverse lebensohl  IMPORTANT NOTES THAT DON’T FIT ELSEWHERE 

 Vs. 2 Multi   X: 13-15 balanced or very strong  Reopening  may be weaker    

VS. ARTIFICIAL STRONG OPENINGS  SPECIAL, ARTIFICIAL AND COMPETITIVE DOUBLES   

X: Ms;  vs.1:  1:; 1:3or4&longer m; 1NT: (3)4&minor  X of overcall  on level 1: transfer,  higher: negative, unlimited   Psychics: rare, occasionally with fit 

OVER OPPONENTS’ TAKE OUT DOUBLE  X of raised suit: T/O, at 3 level if our suit is lower: bid 3nt with stopper   

1M-(X)-  transfers ; 2M-1: strong 3cd supp. (8+); 2M: weak 3cd  Negative lead directing X (of own suit)   

supp; 2NT: 4cd supp, inv+;  fit jumps;  pass can be strong Lightner slam X,  lead directing: hearts if no indication    

1m-(X)-  transfers (starting with XX) ;  2m: Ms;  2NT: ms;      

 jump shifts: weak      



Opening Art. Min. 

Neg. 

Double 

Thru 
Description Responses Subsequent Auction 

Modifications Over 

Competition and With 

Passed Partner 

1 semi 2  

11+, clubs or balanced 

outside NT range (longer 

diamonds possible) 

1:; 1:; 1: or bal. or (rare)  interm.; 1NT: ms 

44/(54); 2: inv.+ raise, no M; 2: Ms, weak; 2M: weak; 

2NT: ms 55; 3: pree.; jump shifts to 3: (mini)splinter 

M transfer accept: 3cds any strenght or 4cds 12-14 bal. 

1NT rebid allowed with singleton in partner's suit. 2-way 

cbk after 1NT rebid and (modified) after M trsf. accept 

1-1/; 2:  nat. reverse  or 18-19 bal. w/o 4cd supp. 

1-1/; 2NT: strong 1-suiter or 4cd support 18-19 bal. 

 

1  (4)5  

11+, unbalanced, 5+cds 

except 4441  or 1444, 16-

17hcp 

1NT: NF,  (or fit);  2: inv.+, nat or fit;  2: one 

M, weak;  2: Ms, <inv.;  2: ;  2NT: ms (~36);  3: 

;  3: pree.;  3M: spl 

1-1M; 2:  min. with 6cd or some strong hand 

1-1M; 2M-1: 3cd raise, 15-17;  1-1M; 2M: often 3cds 

1-1; 1NT:     1-1; 1NT:     1-1; 2:  

 

1  5  11-21 

2: 10+, no fit;  2: 8+, 3(+)c;  2: 4-7;  2: weak;  

2NT: 4c fit, inv+;  jump raise: preemptive;  3m: minispl.;  

4m: splinter(=7L) 

Gazzilli after 1&1NT responses   1-2; 2: min., then: 

2 asks for shape, 2 initiates search for best partial    

After 1–2NT:  3: min, no shortness; new suit: cue; 

jump: spl, >min.;  3: min, some shortness;  3nt: cue 

4cds possible in 3rd position 

1  5  11-21 
2: 10+, no fit;  2: , ~W2 or better;  2: fit, 8+;  

2: 4-7;  higher: as to 1  

  -„-            After 2 transfer response:  2: would pass 

W2;  3: fit, distrib.min.;  2NT: fit, >min. 
   -„- 

1NT    

15-17 balanced, upgrades, 

5cdM, 6cdm, 5m422, single 

H (down to 10) possible 

2: (NF)Stayman, does not promise M; 4 transfers, 

2/2NT: /;  3: ms, weak,  3: m Stayman;  3M: 

Hxx & single other M 

4/:  trsf to / 

1NT-2; 2M-  other M:  fit;  jump in new s.: splinter 

1NT-2; 2- 2:  inv., 55 or 5=4 Ms      Smolen 

After m transfer, 3M: single 

1NT-(X)- XX: S/O in minor or 

some inv. 

Dbls: T/O 

transfer lebensohl 

bids over X'd 2 show  stop 

2 y   
Strong, 23+  if bal, or 

(8,5)9 tricks, rarely with m 

2: negative or waiting;  2M/3m: 8+, good suit;  2NT: 

8+, stoppers in 3 suits 

2-2; 2NT/3NT: 23-24/25-27 –> St., trsfs., m St. 

Second negative: 2NT (not passable), raise of 3m to 4m 
 

2 y   
Majors, less then op. bid, 

55 vuln, possibly less nv  
2NT asks;  3/: nat. F;  4/: RKC for / (1/0/2) 

Responses to 2NT ask  3:min.;  3:4=5;  3:5=4;  

3/nt: 55, single /;  4m: void, 55+;  4M: 6cds 
 

2  (5)6  6-10, possibly less nv 2NT, new suit: F                                              2M-2NT- 3 new suit:  feature (A/K), >min.  

2  (5)6  6-10, possibly less nv    -„-   -„-  

2NT    
    Balanced 20-22 (or 

corresponding strength) 

3: Stayman; 3/: transfers; 3: minors Stayman 

4/: / (switch), slam try 
2NT-3; 3M-  other M: fit    Smolen bids over X'd 3 show  stop 

3, 3, 

3, 3 
 (6)7  

Pree., sound vuln., 

aggressive nv 
 HIGH LEVEL BIDDING 

3NT y 7  1st/2nd: good 4M opening 4: invites cuebidding;  4: asks for suit Cue bid style: 1st or 2nd control, when cue bidding starts at 3 level first cue positive 

In FP situation: pass asks for X, X cedes decision 

Roman KeyCard BW(03/14) when M agreed, then after 5/ first free step asks for 

trump Q, return to agreed suit denies, other confirm and show feature; 5NT after RKC 

asks for King cue; 5NT to 4NT: 2KCs and useful void; over intervention P:0 X(X):1 

Turbo when m agreed (4NT showing 0/2/4 KCs, 5NT showing trump Q) 

5nt slam choice;  Splinters,  Exclusion KCBW when 1 level lower would be splinter 

4,4, 

4,4 
 7                 To play  

4NT y   minors  

      

 


