
WBF Convention Card 2025DEFENSIVE AND COMPETITIVE BIDDING LEADS AND SIGNALS

OVERCALLS (Style; Responses; 1/2 Level; Reopening) OPENING LEADS STYLE

Aggresive 7 - 15 HCP; New suit = NF; CUE = F1 Lead In Partner's Suit

Jump Raise = Limit; 1NT = 8 - 11 HCP Suit  3rd/5th ; RNOW  3rd/5th Category: Strong }  - BLUE

NT  3rd/5th ; Journalist  3rd/5th Country: BARBADOS  

Subseq  STND  STND Event:      WBF Championships  

Other:   Low from Honor Players:     Dave BLACKMAN -  Tony WATKINS

SYSTEM SUMMARY

1NT OVERCALL (2ND/4TH Live; Responses; Reopening) LEADS GENERAL APPROACH AND STYLE

 15+ - 18 HCP; responses same as over 1 NT Opening; Lead Vs. Suit Vs. NT PRECISION

LEBENSOHL - SLOW; DBL = PEN Ace AK ; A+(+) A demands unblockof K,Q,J            Response to 1} - ARTIFICIAL(2)

Over STR 1}  =  [ & ] or { & }  (19) King AK(+) AKx(+);KQx(+)           Relays for Total Controls(3)

4th LIVE - NAT , 15+ - 18 HCP Queen KQ;KQx(+);KQ10x QJ;QJx(+);QJ10;AQJ           Support Asks[(4)

Jack QJ;QJx(+) J10;J10x            Trump Asks(5)

JUMP OVERCALLS (Style; Responses; Unusual NT) 10 J10;J10x(+); AJ10;KJ10;109x Control Ask in Suit(6)

1-Suit: PRE ; New Suit = F1 9 109;109x(+);98x A109;K109;Q109;987x 5 Card Majors

2-Suit:  2 NT = Two touching Suits (20) Hi-x Sx 1NT Openings: 14 - 16 HCP

Lo-x HxS;HxxxS;xxxxS;xxS Same 2 OVER 1 Responses 2} - GF unless(7) 

Reopen: SIGNALS IN ORDER OF PRIORITY SPECIAL BIDS THAT MAY REQUIRE DEFENCE

DIRECT and JUMP CUE BIDS (Style; Responses; Reopen) Partners Lead Declarer's Lead Discarding 2{ : MULTI -Weak 2 in Major(6 - 10HCP) or 10 - 14HCP with 6} (8)

1M - 2M = Two non touching Suits (21) Suit:1st     O/E  Hi/Lo = Even   O/E 2] : 12 - 17 HCP - 3 suited with 4] (9)

     2nd     O/E   O/E 2[ : Two suited Hand with } and 6 losers (10)

     3rd     O/E   O/E 2NT : Two suited Hand with { and 6 losers (11)

NT:  1st   O/E   Hi/Lo = Even   O/E 3} : 11-15 HCP with 6+} (12)

VS. NT (vs. Strong / Weak; Reopening; PH)      2nd   O/E   O/E 4} : Strong 4] Opening

Over Strong NT - 2} = } & higher suit; 2{ = { & ] or [; 2] = ] & [; 2[ = NAT      3rd   O/E   O/E 4{ : Strong 4[ Opening

Over STR NT - DBL = Single Suited ; 2} = P/C; Other = NAT & NF Signals (including Trumps):   Trumps : Hi/Lo - Interest to Ruff Lebensohl - Slow (16)

Over Weak NT - DBL = STR NT & Penalty Oriented    NT : Smith

over weak NT -  Bids are natural

DOUBLES

TAKEOUT DOUBLES (Style; Responses; Reopening)

VS. PREEMPTS ( Doubles; Cue-bids; Jumps; NT bids) May be Light with Classic shape

Takeout over Weak 2's & Preemptive 3's Responsive Doubles

SPECIAL FORCING PASS SEQUENCES

VS. ARTIFICIAL STRONG OPENINGS SPECIAL, ARTIFICIAL AND COMPETITIVE DOUBLES/REDOUBLES

 CRASH over STR 1 }:(19) Negative Doubles through 3[

Lead Directing Double 

CRASH double over STR 1}(19) IMPORTANT NOTES THAT DON'T FIT ELSEWHERE

OVER OPPONENTS' TAKE OUT DOUBLE

New Suit = NF; 2 } = GF over 1{ or 1 ] or 1[ Opening

 Raise = PRE; 2 NT over 1] or 1[ Opening is Limit Psychics:  Rarely  - Short suit usually

 Double Jump in New Suit = SPL



OPENING BID DESCRIPTIONS

Opening Artificial Min. Neg Dble thruDescription Responses Subsequent Auction Passed Hand Bidding

1}      Y      0    3[      16+ HCP Unbalanced   1{ = 0 - 7 HCP(1); 1]-2} = 8+ HCP (2);  Control Asks (3); Nat & Support Asks(4);

1}      17+ HCP Balanced   2{ = 8 - 10 HCP or 16 + HCP(13); 2] = 11-13 HCP(14)  Trump Asks (5); 1] over 1{ = 19+ HCP Unbal or

1}   2[ = 14 -15 HCP or 2 suited; 2NT = 2 suited(15) 20-21 HCP Bal or 24+ HCP Bal (1)

1}   3}({) = 4 - 7 HCP & 6]([); 3]([) = 4 - 7 HCP & 7]([)

1{        3      3[       12 - 15 HCP Unbal 2} = GF(7A) OtherBids NAT & Limit  Nat except over 2}; 2NT asks for further descriptioin

1]       5      3[       11 - 15 HCP 2} = GF(7B) or ReBiddable }; 2[ - 4{ = SPL;Limit Raises  Nat except over 2}; 2NT asks for further descriptioin  Drury(Fit)

1[       5         3[      11 - 15 HCP 2} = GF(7B) or ReBiddable }; 3} - 4] = SPL; Limit Raises   Nat except over 2}; 2NT asks for further descriptioin

1NT 14 - 16 HCP Bal or 13HCP & 2{ 2} = Stayman; Jacoby Transfers; 2[ = Control ask(15)   LEBENSOHL over interference[16]

2}       5                 3[      11 - 15 HCP & 5} & 4M  2{(]) Transfer to ]([)(17) ; 2[ = 12+ HCP & FG ART(18)

2}        or  6+} ;    Max 2{

2{       Y         0                 3[        6 - 10 HCP 6] or 6[   2NT = 12+ HCP & Forcing(8)   Opener Describes hand

2{        or 10 - 14 HCP & 6} 2] = Weak relay(8); 2[ Forces to 3] if weak in ](8)

2]        4    12 - 17 HCP Three Suited    2NT = 8+ HCP & Forcing(9)    Opener describes hand

2[       Y        0       3[     2 Suiter with }  -  6 Losers   2NT only Forcing Bid - Asks for 2nd Suit(10)

2NT       Y        0       3[     2 Suiter with {  - 6 Losers 3} only Forcing Bid - Asks for 2nd Suit(11)

3}        6       3[    11 - 15 HCP - 6} & 4{ or 7}    3{ only Forcing Bid - Asks for Shortage (12) 3] = 0-1];  3[ = 0-1[; 3NT=6} & 4{

3{        6      6 - 10 HCP Natural   Natural & Forcing ; 3NT to Play

3]        7      6 - 10 HCP Natural     Natural & Forcing  ; 3NT to Play

3[        7      6 - 10 HCP Natural   Natural & Forcing  ; 3NT to Play

3NT       Y   Solid Minor - No outside A or K 4} = Escape

4}        Y             0   8+ Tricks in ]   4{ = Cue Bid

4{        Y        0    8+ Tricks in [    4] = Cue Bid

4]        7    Natural

4[        7    Natural

4NT    Specific Ace Asking 5} = No Ace;5{(],[) = Bid Ace;5NT = 2 Aces;6} = } Ace

HIGH LEVEL BIDDING

 Roman Key Card Blackwood

 DOP1 & ROP1

Lightner Slam Double



Supplementary notes file (DBTW.txt)     Dave BLACKMAN -  Tony WATKINS ( BARBADOS  )

Note:..1: 1� - Negative Respone to 1�

1� - 1�  0 - 7 HCP

1�       19 + HCP Unbalanced or 20 - 21 HCP Bal or 24 + HCP Bal. Responses as 

follows

1� - 1�

1� - 1�  0 - 4 HCP . Opener Bids 1NT = 20-21 HCP Bal; 2�(�,�,�)= Nat & F1; 2NT  

= 24+ HCP Bal &FG (Baron, Transfers)

1� - 1�

1� - 1NT 5 - 7 HCP & 5+ �. Opener Bids 2� as Trump ask[5].

1� - 1�

1� - 2�(�,�) 5 - 7 HCP & 5+ �(�,�). Opener Bids 2�(�.�) as Trump Ask[5].

1� - 1�

1� - 2� 5 - 7 HCP Bal. Opener Bids 2NT to ask for suits[13].

1� - 1�

1�   May be 4 Card suit ( With 4� & 5� - Bid 1� )Responder rebids as follows

1NT- 0 - 5 HCP & Max of 2 Card �

2� - 0 - 7 HCP & 3 Card �

2� - 4 - 7 HCP Nat & 0 - 2 �

2� - 4 - 7 HCP Nat & 0 - 2 �

2� - 0 - 3 HCP & 4�

3�(�,�)  SPL & 4�

3�   4 - 5 HCP & 4�

4� - 6 - 7 HCP & 4�

1� - 1�

1NT  17 - 19 HCP; Stayman & Jacoby Transfers

1� - 1�

2�(�,�)  Nat & 16 - 18 HCP.

1� - 1�

2�(3�,3�,3�) GF & Support Ask

1� - 1�

2NT  22 - 23 HCP; Baron & Transfers

Note:..2: Positive Suit Responses to 1� - ARTIFICIAL

1� - 1�  8+HCP & Spade suit

1� - 1�  8+HCP & Heart suit

1� - 1NT 8+HCP & Club suit    ( May be 4 only)

1� - 2�  8+HCP & Daimond Suit ( May be 4 only)

Note:..3: Relays for Controls After Positive Response to 1�

Opener's next higher suit bid asks for Controls (Ace =2, King =1)

e.g

1� - 1�

1� - asks for controls in steps as follows

1st Step = 0 - 2 Controls

2nd Step =   3   Controls
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3rd Step =   4   Controls

4th Step =   5   Controls

5th Step =   6   Controls

Note:..4: Support Asks after 1� Opening or after 2� GF to 1�(�,�) OPening

Next bid by Opener after Relay for Controls is Support asking bid in that suit 

OR if Opener bypasses Relay.

e.g

1� - 1�

1� - 2�

2� is Support asking in � in steps as follows

OR

1� - 1�

2� is Support asking in � in steps as follows

1st Step = No Support ( at best Qx )

2nd Step = Kxx or better

3rd Step = Kx or Ax

4th Step = Max & Qxx or Better

5th Step = Poor Hand & Fair Support

Note:..5: Trump Asks after 1� Opening or after 2� GF to 1�(�) Opening

Next Bid by Opener in Responder's suit after Relay for Controls is Trump Ask in 

Responder's suit.

e.g

1� - 1�

1� - 2�

2� is Trump Ask in � in steps as follows

1st Step = No A or K or Q

2nd Step = Q

3rd Step = K or A

4th Step = KQ or AQ

5th Step = AK

Note:..6: Control Ask in Specific Suit

Next bid by Opener after positive response to Support Ask or Trump Ask is 

Control Ask in that suit

e.g

1� - 1�

2� - 3�

3� is Control Ask in � in steps as follows

1st Step = No Controls

2nd Step = Void or Singleton

3rd Step = K

4th Step = A

5th Step = AK

Note:..7: Response to 2� Game Force to 1�(�,�) Opening

7A

1� - 2� is 12+ HCP and Conventional ( Natural if passed hand ) . Responses as 

22/07/2009 Page 2 of 6



follows

2� - 5+� & 4� and denies 4� or 4�

2� - 5+� & 4+�

2� - 3+� & 4+� ( may have 4� )

2NT- 12-13 HCP Balanced inc 5�

3� - 12-13 HCP 5� & 3�

3� - 12-15 HCP 6+�

3� - 12-15 HCP (3�-1�-4�-5�)

3� - 12-15 HCP (1�-3�-4�-5�)

3NT- 12-15 HCP Solid Minor

7B

1� - 2� is 12+ HCP and Conventional ( Drury if Passed hand ) OR Natural ( 9 - 11 

HCP ) if �'s are Rebid. Responses as follows

2� - 5� & 4�

2� - 5� & 4�

2� - 5� & 4�

3� - 3�-6�-3�-1�

3� - 3�-6�-1�-3�

3� - 7� Broken suit

3� - 1�-6�-3�-3�

3NT- 6� and 322

4� - Solid 7 card suit

Similar responses over 1�.

e.g

2� - 5� & 4�

2� - 5� & 4�

2� - 5� & 4� etc

Note:..8: MULTI 2� Opening - Weak 2 in Major or 10 - 14 HCP with 6�

2� - 2� Relay (0 - 14 HCP )- Opener passes with Weak 2 in � ELSE bids as 

follows:

2� - Weak 2 in �

2NT- 13-14 HCP & Good �

3� - 10-12 HCP & �

2� - 2� - ( � Support and 12+ HCP ) - Opener passes with Weak 2 in � ELSE bids 

as follows

2NT- 13-14 HCP & Good �

3� - 10-12 HCP & �

3� - Max & Weak 2 in �

3� - Weak 2 in �

2� - 2NT - 12+ HCP - Asks Opener to describe as follows

3� - 10-12 HCP & �

3� - Max & Weak 2 in � or �

3� - Min & Weak 2 in �

3� - Min & Weak 2 in �

3NT- Max and �

2� - 3� - Asks Opener to pass with � or bid 3� or 3�

2� - 3� - Natural & Forcing - Asks Opener to describe as follows

3� - Weak 2 in �

3� - Weak 2 in �

4� - Support

2� - 3�(�) - Asks to bid 3NT with � or 4�(�) with Jx or better

2� - 3NT - To Play
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Note:..9:2� Opening - Three Suited Hand 12 - 17 HCP with 4�

2� - 2� - 3+� and 5-7 HCP - Opener passes with 12 - 14 HCP and 4� ELSE bids as 

follows

2NT- 12 - 14 HCP with 0-1�

3� - 15 - 17 HCP with 0-1�

3� - 15 - 17 HCP with � & �

3� - 15 - 17 HCP with � & �

2� - 2NT - Forcing Relay 8+ HCP - Asks opener to describe as follows

3� - 12 - 17 HCP 4414

3� - 12 - 14 HCP 4441

3� - 12 - 14 HCP 1444 or 1435

3� - 15 - 17 HCP 4441

3NT- 15 - 17 HCP 1444

2� - 3� Weak 44 in Minors, No interset in Major. Opener Pass or Convert

2� - 3� - 6+ � and invites Game

2� - 3� Preemptive & 5-7 HCP

2� - 3� - 6+ � & invites game with Max

Note:..10:2� Opening - Two Suited hand with � and 6 losers

2� - 2NT - Forcing & asks for 2nd suit as follows

3� - Good 6 loser hand & Major

3� - 2nd suit

3� - 2nd suit

3� - 2nd suit

Note:..11: 2NT Opening - Two suited hand with � and 6 losers

2NT- 3� - Forcing and asks for 2nd suit as follows

3� - Good 6 loser hand & Major

3� - 2nd suit

3� - 2nd suit

Note:..12:3� Opening -  6+ � and 11 - 15 HCP & 1 � or 1�

3� - 3� - Forcing and asks Opener to describe as follows

3� - Singleton �

3� - Singleton �

3NT- 6� & 4�

3� - 3�(�) is 6 card suit and asks Opener to bid 4�(�) with Jx or xxx

3� - 3NT - To Play

3� - 4� Invitational

3� - 4� Invitational

3� - 4�(�) - To Play
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Note:..13: Balanced Hand Response of 2� to 1� Opening - 8 - 10 HCP or 16+ HCP

1� - 2�

2�   Asks for Suits and Responder bids as follows

2� = � & �

2NT = Any 4-3-3-3; Opener Bids 3� to ask for 4 Card suit - Bid suit = 4 card

3� = � & Another Suit; 3� Asks for 2nd suit; 3� = �; 3� = �; 3NT = �

3� = � & �

3� = � & �

3� = � & � 16+ HCP

3NT = 16+ HCP

4� = � & Another suit, 16+ HCP

4� = � & � 16+ HCP

4� = � & � 16+ HCP

Note:..14: Balanced Hand Response of 2� to 1� Opening - 11 - 13 HCP

1� - 2�

2�   Asks for Suits and responder bids as follows

2NT = Any 4-3-3-3 Opener Bids 3� to ask for 4 card suit - Bid Suit = 4 card

3�  = � & Another suit; 3� Asks for 2nd suit; 3� = �: 3� = �; 3NT = �

3�  = � & �

3�  = � & �

3�  = � & �

Note:..15: 2� Control Ask over 1 NT Opening

1NT- 2�

2NT  4 Controls

3�   5 Controls

3�   6 Controls

3�   7 Controls

3NT  3 Controls

Relay over Opener's Response asks for Range

1st Step  14 - 15 HCP

2nd Step  15 - 16 HCP & 1st Biddable suit

Bypass Relay is 1st Biddable suit headed by Honor

Note:..16: LEBENSOHL over Interference after 1 NT Opening

1NT - 2�    -    DBL  Stayman

1NT - 2�(�) - 2�(�)   Nat & NF

1NT - Bid   - 3�(�)   Nat & F, NS

1NT - Bid   - 3�(�)   Nat & F, NS

1NT - Bid   - 3NT     <4� or <4�, NS

1NT - Bid   - 2NT     Forcing to 3�: If Responder is weak Pass or convert to 3�

If Responder bids 3�(�) = 5�(�) and Stopper

If Responder bids Opp suit = Stopper & 

Major

If Responder bids 3NT = Stopper & No Major

Note:..17: Transfers After 2� Opening
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2� - 2�  4+� & 8+ HCP  Opener bids as follows

2�   2 card � OR 3 card � & weak hand

2�   4 card � and singleton �

2NT  2-3-2-6 & Max - 2 suits stopped

3�   2-3-2-6 & Min - 1 suit stopped

3�   4 card � & Max

3�   4 card � & Min

2� - 2�  4+� & 8+ HCP Opener bids as follows

2�   2 card � OR 3 card � & weak hand

2NT  same as above

3�   same as above

3�   4 card � & Max

3�   4 card � & Min

Note:..18: 2� Response to 2� Opening

2� - 2� 12+HCP & GF & ART  Opener bids as follows

2NT  Min with � stop & no Major

3�   No Major & no � stop

3�   Max & Major

3�   Min & 4 �

3�   Min & 4 �

3NT  Max & � Stop & no Major

Note:..19:CRASH over Opponent's Strong � Opening

DBL = � & �  or � & �

1NT = � & �  or � & �

2�  = � & �  or � & �

Advances are P/C

Note:..20:Jump Overcall of 2NT - Two Touching Suits

1� - 2NT - Shows � & � OR � & �

1� - 2NT - Shows � & � OR � & �

Note:..21:Direct Cue Bid - Two Non Touching suits

1� - 2� - Shows � & �

1� - 2� - Shows � & �
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